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In Times of Change
by Fr. Joe Herzing

"Have I not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged,
for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you
go.” Joshua 1:9
Beautiful line in scripture, but it is sometimes difficult to
not be discouraged. We are in a time in our parishes, in
our city, in our country, and in our world where change
seems all around us and much of the change does not seem for the good. How do
we deal with change?
We tend to be creatures of habit. I know I do best when I can have a routine, and
then little surprises in the routine can be nice and provide joy. When large changes
come they can be overwhelming. We have heard quite a bit about people who have
died because of COVID-19 and people who have been in serious difficulties
because of quarantining caused by COVID-19.
In times of change part of what we do is to control what we can control. Part of the
difficulty of change is that it can seem like things are happening that are beyond our
control. In this situation part of what we can do is to recognize what we do control in
our lives.
In our recent readings, St. Paul says to us, "Have no anxiety at all, but in all things
give thanks." During one of the Masses, I stopped and asked people to raise their
hands if they have been giving a lot of thanks to God. No one raised their hands. In

the time of COVID-19, in the time of election, in the time of change in our parishes,
we find it hard to be thankful. The funny thing about this is that this is one of the
things we actually have control over.
In this time of change, we can focus especially on what we have control over! Now I
am not saying that this is particularly easy, but it does help give us peace of mind.
Let us take a moment and consider what it is that we have some control over. We
have some control over our prayer. We have some control over our thanks. We have
some control over what we watch or don’t watch, what we listen to or don’t listen
to. Right now, in this time of change, let us commit ourselves to prayer, to giving
thanks and to blocking out those things that separate us from our peace and joy in
Jesus Christ. In all things we are loved by the Lord of the universe.
God bless you.
frjoe

Fr. Joe: Free Spirit Brother
by John Koch
At noon on June 25, 2020, Fr. Joe Herzing became the seventh pastor of Holy Spirit
Parish and the first pastor of the reconstituted Holy Spirit/St. Anthony/Newman Center
parish cluster. He celebrated his first Mass at Holy Spirit on July 5, which was,
coincidentally, Fr. Joe's 55th birthday. In these days of COVID-19, the occasion was,
unfortunately, experienced more live-stream than in person. In his self-effacing remarks,
Fr. Joe admitted: “I can’t fix anyone’s car,” but “I may be able to help bale someone’s hay.”
Growing up on a dairy farm near Milaca, Fr. Joe was next to last in a large family—four
girls and four boys. He recalls viewing his family always as a closely-knit team and not as
a group of individualists. “We worked hard, played hard, fought hard, but at the end of the
day we were all in it together.” This crystalized his philosophy as a priest: “I treat everyone
as I would my brother or sister.”
His mother Dorothy was deeply religious. She
received a nursing degree from St. Teresa’s in
Winona and then spent a year and a half in a
Dominican convent in Racine, Wisconsin, deciding
whether to take vows as a nun. She ended up leaving
the convent, but not before making a lifetime
commitment as a lay Dominican. For 800 years the
Dominicans have been a Mendicant Order that
ministered to the poor and oppressed. Their
philosophy was grounded in the Word of God, and
their focus was on the rejected members of
society. One of Dorothy’s missions from her convent period was spending a summer in
the tenements of Harlem nursing and ministering to the sick. Some of the Order’s greatest
saints, like St. Rose of Lima and St. Catherine of Siena, were lay Dominicans. It is little

wonder that when Fr. Joe’s super-charged mother “dragged” him to a full portion of parish
activities, he eventually became immersed in church culture. A Milaca pastor, whom he
remembers as an “energetic and an expressive storyteller,” left a lasting impression. After
his college years and several years traveling the country in a group giving Christian
retreats to high-schoolers, Joe decided to try the seminary, which he divided between St.
John’s and St. Thomas, before being ordained in 1999.
Fr. Joe's first parish assignment was to the North
Prairie/Bowles/Upsula/Elmdale Quad-Parish, where he
apprenticed under Fr. Gregory Mastey. Fr. Joe recalls that
both were so clean-cut that he decided to diversify their
ministry by growing his hair to appeal to the avante-garde
portion of their congregations. He had no notion of “looking
like Jesus” or even of keeping his hair long on a permanent
basis, but over the years, the style has kind of “grown on
him.” The ministry message is that “Christ is here for all
people, though some of us may look different and be
different.”
In 2001, Fr. Joe became the pastor at
Holdingford and in 2005, he was transferred to
Perham. During these years, he acquired his
Kawasaki Vulcan 1700 motorcycle. This had
nothing to do with making a lifestyle statement; it
was a means to feel the freedom of the open
road, which allowed him to wind down from the
stress of a high-profile job. Fr. Joe is not the first
Holy Spirit pastor to ride a big bike in fearless
fashion. Fr. Virgil Helman housed two Harleys at
the Holy Spirit parish house, and in the 1950s,
Fr. Jim Minette, our first pastor, regularly startled parishioners by peddling his over-sized
two-wheeler around the south side in full priestly array, with one hand on the bike and the
other clutching his biretta and his cassock flapping on both sides.
Two articles in the Morrison County Record tell stories about Fr. Joe reaching almost rockstar status during his six years in Little Falls between 2012 and 2018. His impression of
the community was: “Lots of Catholics, great spirit, great connections to parishes, lots of
support!” He detected scope for multiple ministries—the hospital and nursing homes
naturally, but also the local jail, and even the Franciscan sisters! His shoulder-length hair
and Kawasaki gave him an initial boost with many, but he didn’t "duck" other challenges—
during a parish fundraiser he took his turn above the dunk tank, and he accepted the
challenge of the County Dairy Princess in a cow-milking contest (although he admits that
once he got the Holstein, her “brown Swiss cow” didn’t have a chance). His speaking style
is unique; he is not afraid to vary his tone and lend inflection to the reading of scriptures, or
to add oratorical flourishes—albeit subdued—to his homilies. But no one has ever heard
fire and brimstone from him; instead he takes the opposite approach, keeping it light and
humorous. Every Mass ends with a pithy joke, sometimes clever, almost always corny. For
instance, he shared one about a priest who took his 15-year-old Chevy to the car
mechanic and was given a steep repair estimate. His response : "I can't manage that: I'm

just a poor pastor." The mechanic's reply: "I know! I'm a parishioner and I have to listen to
your sermons every Sunday."
When in Little Falls, even his recessional exits took on a special quality, with the
youngsters crowding toward the center aisle to receive a tap from Fr. Joe’s hymnal as he
went by. When the bishop tabbed him to take over the Newman Center in 2018, there was
hardly a dry eye at the farewell ceremonies in Little Falls, with high fives from the
youngsters and hugs from their parents.
The Newman Center has been Fr Joe’s
home since 2018. He offers easy access
and an open approach, and has strong
attachments to both students and parish
members. He also has a following for his
daily meditation livestreams, which appear
weekdays from a Newman couch, which
he shares with a pair of hip, porcelain
squirrels. His meditation on Ecclesiastes
was a classic after the squirrels were outfitted with a mic and bandstand, and featured
them against the backdrop of the Byrds’ hit album, For Everything There is a Season.
Fr. Joe is plenty smart, but he makes no pretense at being overly cerebral. Instead, he is a
storyteller. His style is to reach out to people and to accept them where he finds them. An
example is in his bulletin messages, which are not discourses on virtue, but stories of real
people. Since early July, he has introduced us to Cloud, son of the king of the Franks, who
renounced his throne, and instead chose the role of a humble parish pastor to a village of
farmers and fishermen; St. Maximilian Kolbe, a Franciscan from Poland, whose journey
landed him in a Nazi death camp, where when ten men were condemned to execution, he
volunteered to be substituted for one, a husband and father; St. Rose of Lima, a beautiful
woman who dedicated herself as a Lay Dominican ministering to the poor and enslaved in
Lima, Peru, and, when her father insisted that she give up this to marry, she cut her hair,
disfigured her face, and held her ground; Pope Francis, whose crusade from his early
days in Argentina has been for the defenseless—the unborn, the poor, destitute,
underprivileged, vulnerable, elderly and infirm, stranger and immigrant.
Our new pastor may sometimes march to a different beat, but his arms are extended and
welcoming, and he holds himself out as a brother to every one of us.

Finding Ways to Carry on Faith Amid COVID
by Roxann Storms
“What! They can’t!” This reaction by Simon
Greenen, 13, upon learning in March that
churches were being closed due to COVID-19
was echoed by all as we struggled to
comprehend the on-going ramifications of the
coronavirus. Little did we know at that time how
long our lives, and some practices of our faith,

would be disrupted. While often feeling
overwhelming, change can also bring some good
things amidst the losses. “I was happy that I didn’t
have to drive anywhere, but I was sad because I
couldn’t get Communion,” reflected Simon’s sister
Isabelle, 10.
Brenda with Simon and Isabelle are shown here
at the Virgin Mary chapel.
The Greenen family, including parents Peter and
Brenda and Molly (6), adapted to the changes at
church, particularly by participating in the
weekend live-streamed Masses through Holy
Spirit. They also started some new routines. “We would say the Rosary as a family, often
in the wonderful outdoor area behind the church when the weather was warm enough,”
shared Brenda.
When public Masses were able to return at the end of May, those who were able to attend
appreciated being together again as a community of faith. There was comfort in the
familiarity of prayer and ritual, but startling differences as safety precautions still
necessitate wearing masks, no congregational singing and physical distancing. Molly
immediately noticed that some pews are roped off. Simon, as an altar server, had concern
for the priests, saying “It just looks harder for them because they can’t have a server.” As
with any change, we find ways to adjust. Isabelle said she’s getting more comfortable
wearing a mask. “At first I felt like I could hardly breathe, but I got used to it and I stopped
having to open my mask to take a breath every 10 seconds.” They all agreed it has been
wonderful to see their friends again and to worship together with other parishioners, even
if they have to keep some physical distance.
For those not able to return to public Masses, like new parish member Leona Lindgren,
this time has often been an opportunity to deepen faith practices. “I’ve always wanted to
do a daily Rosary,” Leona said, “and now I’m praying it twice a day!” In addition to
watching the Mass on EWTN and the diocesan recording, she live-streams the Holy Spirit
Masses. A wonderful change is that geography isn’t a barrier anymore. With the aid of
technology, Leona and a friend virtually participate in a daily Mass from Palm Springs, CA,
and discuss a daily blog by their former pastor Fr. Donahue back at Holy Family Parish in
Grand Forks, ND. “I’ve gotten much more religious than ever. I feel good about being able
to do this now; I feel like I’m making up for lost time,” she quipped. Leona recently felt
ready to receive Communion at home and was grateful to have the Lord brought to her by
Holy Spirit’s Eucharistic Minister Polly Alessio.
Remember Jean Taylor from the Spring
newsletter? Jean continues to basically “stay in place”
at Benedict Village. She is shown here looking out the
window of her apartment. Although residents are able to
leave the complex, visitors are still not allowed
inside. There have been some highlights, such as when
she was able to hold her then six week old great-

granddaughter. She spent the summer tending her
garden and had an abundance of tomatoes, stating “I
got out there every day and talked to the plants, so they
did good.” Jean has been able to attend some Masses,
which are capped at 25 and held in the dining room with
one person sitting at a table. She has received the
Eucharist at those times, “but it’s not as often as I’d
like.” When she isn’t able to sign up for the public Mass,
she said she still pulls her chair up to the TV to watch it.
“It feels like I’m right there; it’s very comforting to me and
I get so much out of it.” Jean continues to have a
positive attitude and finds joy each day, stating, “It’s very
different, but it’ll get better.”
So much has changed in these past months and we long to a return to “normal.” While a
lot of the changes feel like losses, there have been graces intertwined, with gifts of time,
slowing down, finding new ways to stay connected, and increased appreciation of the
little, but meaningful moments of life. What has not changed, however, is the steadfast
presence of the Lord and the promise that God walks with us through all the changes in
life: I am with you always, until the end of the world (Mt 28:20).

Many Changes: Same Quality Learning in a Christ-Centered Atmosphere
by Deacon Vern Schmitz
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is to have said to her Daughters of Charity sisters, "In your role as
educators, focus on the whole person – teach the lesson and touch the heart. Above all,
my friends, teach your pupils about God's love for them. Lo! Set your gaze on the future
and always strive to fit your students for the world in which they are destined to live."
And 210 years later, our own SEAS School is continuing to do just that – teaching the
lessons and touching the children's hearts. Through fire and pandemic, the staff, too,
teach their students of God's love and strive to prepare them for the world "they are
destined to live." A world where the classroom has changed – their world - and our world
has changed.
When asked about how the pandemic is impacting SEAS, Principal Kelly Vangsness
states that changes had to be made for the health of staff and students, "but neither the
earlier fire, nor the pandemic, has impacted our commitment to provide quality learning in
a Christ-centered atmosphere." She credits it all to her team; "they are some of the best
educators I have ever worked with." All the teachers are "focused on student achievement
and helping students grow spiritually, emotionally, and academically."
With so many health concerns and the importance of education for our children, where do
you start? Distance learning or bring them into our classrooms? Kelly answered, "We
know that learning from peers and social interactions are extremely important." And once
we understood that classrooms are the best way to grow spiritually, emotionally, and
academically, how do we protect our students and staff?

"We said from the beginning that we couldn't keep the virus out
of our school, but we can do many things each day to reduce
the transmission of the virus." It started with classroom
reconfigurations for the students. Teachers also needed to
incorporate many changes into their daily routines "to reduce
transmission while allowing our students to have somewhat of
a 'normal' day." The demands on teachers have also increased
due to classroom sanitizing and time spent reminding the
students of the safety procedures and protocols. They also
connect with students absent or learning remotely by choice or
those quarantined due to potential exposure to the COVID-19
virus.
But Kelly Vangsness says that having the
students back is "wonderful"! "We are truly
blessed to be starting the school year in
person." And we at Holy Spirit are thankful
for having such a dedicated team of
educators, kitchen staff, maintenance people,
administrative staff, and volunteers to bring the
love of God to our children.
Fr. Joe's shadow is shown on the wall during
the Mass at SEAS.

Saying Goodbye to Staff
by Nicole Reuter
For the past 20 (plus) years, we at the Church of the Holy Spirit have been deeply blessed
by the ministry of three people who, for different reasons, are all moving on to different
ministries this season. With the pandemic and the difficulty we’ve had to gather and
celebrate together, it’s important that we take a moment to shine a light on the wonderful
ways Jody Martinson, Scott Frieler and Ginny Duschner have blessed our community.
Their presence and ministry have been tremendously enriching to our church family and
will be deeply missed.
“Your vocation in life is where your greatest joy meets the world’s greatest need”, said
Frederich Buechner, an Episcopal priest and writer. It is clear from the fruits of the labor
from all three of these individuals, that they have truly been called to their vocations: their
joy has met our need as a community over and over again. A few people from their
ministries through the years were able to share their reflections and gratitude with all of us:
Jody Martinson, Director of Music
and Liturgy
“Jody is a very gifted musician. She is
also caring, compassionate,
supportive, encouraging and fun to be
around! She has become like family to

me. She always put in a lot of thought
and careful consideration into planning
liturgies, weaving the music to closely
connect with the readings and
gospel. As choir members and cantors,
she taught us the importance of finding
the message of the song, and to share
from our ability in such a way that we
can bring peace, comfort and hope to the people sitting in the pews…proclaiming the word
of God through music!” - Rosie Imgrund
Jody and her family will continue as members of Holy Spirit Parish. You may even see her
as a cantor or accompanist at Mass on occasion.
“Singing in the choir brought out the richness of Mass, enlivening the beauty of God’s
Word. Jody knew how to challenge us just enough to bring out the hidden talents, the
color of our voices, to blend into something beautiful. Mix that with a taste of fun. We had
many good laughs. Jody is outstanding in her exceptional knowledge and talent in
leadership. She has a voice of an angel. We thoroughly enjoyed our years being in music
with her. Jody will be truly missed.” - Mary and Harvey Schmitt

Scott Frieler, Director of Youth
Ministry
“As I recall my experiences from youth
group, I am struck by Scott’s ability to
empower even the most insecure of
adolescents. His relatable and easy
going nature is obvious to anyone who
meets him, but what I found remarkable
was his ability to recognize people’s passions and abilities and find ways for them to be
brought out and fostered. My faith was encouraged through the leadership opportunities
that Scott asked of me. As I became one of the older youth group members in the last
couple of years of high school, he found ways to keep me engaged by asking me to help
with the events for younger students. This gave me the chance to share my faith with
others, often in small group settings, more fitting for my introverted personality. Even after
graduating high school, Scott was intentional about staying connected, and always made
me feel welcome when I would return home for breaks from college. He continued to
empower me even then to engage the youth group as a leader or chaperone for service
trips or events. I felt supported, not only by him, but by the strong sense of community that
he created. That foundation for my faith was crucial as I moved through some challenging
years of young adulthood and especially as I discerned my own vocation for ministry.” Rebecca Calderone
Scott and his family will continue as members of Holy Spirit Parish. Scott is shown center
back with some of the Youth Group teens, keeping their physical distance.
Ginny Duschner, Director of Faith
Formation

“Ginny’s gift of the Spirit is
Counsel. Ginny will be greatly
missed. She has been able to
connect with her faith formation
teachers, children and adolescents,
to guide, teach and encourage each
of us. This is evident as the number
of her past students have been
guided by her and are now faith
formation teachers themselves. We
have all been blessed to have her
with us. I will miss you Ginny.” - Joyce Salzer
“Working with my mentor, Ginny, the past 15 years, has been inspiring and has been
instrumental in my own spiritual growth as well. The love, leadership and appreciation she
provided her Catechists enabled us to feel confident about our ministry. Experiencing
Ginny's passion for youth and her ability to respond to people wherever they were in their
faith journey was a blessing for me and those lives she touched. She has planted the
seeds of faith in hundreds and the fruits of her labor will be many. She will be greatly
missed in our program.” - Mary Klis
"In working with Ginny for 13 years, I was most inspired by her genuine, sincere, and deep
caring for the young people she served in faith formation. She essentially wrote her own
curriculum across the grade levels with three goals: that the content was faithful to
Catholic doctrine; that it was accessible to the students related to their own experiences of
life; and that catechists would find it "turn-key" and able to be taught effectively with
confidence.
She valued smaller class sizes so that each youth and each catechist could build a
relationship, since faith is not just information learned, but an experience shared. She
brought in younger teachers after their Confirmation so they would have a supportive
opportunity to put the gifts of the Spirit into action serving others. She had a generous
heart especially for those who faced challenges in life, because she believed they were
the ones for whom friendship with God would bear abundant fruit and give them hope,
resilience, and strength.
Ginny's determination to communicate the Gospel and bridge the often chaotic world of
young people and the peace of Jesus was her constant motivation. As God prepares a
new chapter for her service to the Church, I am confident that He will find that same heart
of compassion and dedication ready for whatever comes next." - Fr Tom Knoblach
It is clear that these three - Jody, Scott and Ginny — answered God’s call to serve God’s
people, with joy and sincerity of heart. Rarely do we know the depth of the faith that our
fellow parishioners have until we dig in, and become involved with each other. May the
light of the work of these three inspire us to shine our own light, and continue to build
God’s kingdom.

Stewardship Continues with Changes

by Marjorie LaTour
Through all the changes Holy Spirit parishioners have experienced since our last
newsletter – the church being shuttered for a brief time, restricted attendance when reopened, a new pastor, new Mass schedule – one thing hasn’t changed. Stewardship of
our time, talent, and treasure is still as important as ever, perhaps even more so, as many
are still separated from attending in-person Mass and receiving the Sacraments in familiar
ways.
While many activities have been suspended, some ministries have found ways to restart.
Stewardship – After the normal summer break, the Stewardship
Committee has begun quietly working behind the scenes. Keeping
parishioners engaged and connected has been a primary goal. A
postcard outreach, sponsored by the St. Martin de Porres Mission
Group and St. Marcellus Mission Group, was organized in the
spring to let parishioners know they were being thought of and
prayed for during our time of separation. Volunteers hand wrote a
postcard to each member household with a prayer and note of comfort. Now coordinated
through the Stewardship Committee, additional postcard mailings are planned for
November, January, and Easter. Phone connections, either individual or small group, are
also being developed and will begin soon. A Stewardship Bingo Night is being discussed
for the future. If you are interested in helping develop Stewardship ideas, please contact
chair person Polly Alessio or call the Parish Office.
Bouja – The Bouja Committee is excited to again offer their tasty
recipe of the fall favorite. According to Jim Oster, one of the
bouja coordinators, precautions are in place following CDC and
diocesan recommended guidelines, including sanitizing the
facilities and wearing masks and gloves. Initially, the cooks did
the first preparation of vegetables, but now that the new
procedures are working well, volunteers are again needed for
those who feel safe in assisting. The call list for volunteers will be used to solicit help. A
new system for pickup is also necessary as customers must use containers
provided. Kevin and Deb Durken have volunteered to pre-sell bouja tickets at their store,
The Boot Shack, on Roosevelt Road. Tickets are available only for the next upcoming
bouja sale and must be used for that date. Tickets are also available on Saturday morning
between 7:30 AM and 8:30 AM at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School at the bouja
building. Starting at 6 AM on Sunday of the sale, you may drive up, present your ticket,
and be handed the amount of bouja purchased. If you have not pre-purchased a ticket,
you will be able to park and walk up to the window to purchase any remaining tickets: don’t
delay as they’ve been selling out! Signs and volunteers are there to direct
traffic. According to Jim, the average wait time for pickup is only seven minutes. A gallon
of bouja with the container is $16, with smaller sizes available. Proceeds from the sale of
bouja are donated to Holy Spirit Church.
Upcoming Bouja Sale Dates:
October 18
November 1 and 15
December 6 and 20

February 21
March 14 and 28
April 11 and 25
St. Marcellus Mission
Group – The annual Fall
Bake/Craft Sale is scheduled
for November 21-22 in the
Gathering Place with the
same wonderful baked goods
as in previous
years. Sanitation and
preparation precautions are in
place for the baking to ensure
everyone’s safety. Diocesan guidelines do NOT allow serving of coffee, rolls, and lunch
during the sale, however. This will allow the tables of crafts to be placed farther apart to
allow for physical distancing during the sale. The variety of crafts each year is amazing as
members develop new ideas for items. Favorites available every year include dish towels,
hand towels, greeting cards, Christmas decorations, and many gift ideas. The baked
goods include quick breads, caramel and cinnamon rolls, cookies, jams, and
candy. Proceeds from the sale are donated to charities, including St. Clare’s Monastery,
Elevate (formerly Birthline), MCCL, Propagation of the Faith, Food Shelf, SEAS, and Holy
Spirit Church.

Mass on the Grass
This year's Fall Festival included Mass on
the Grass featuring the Polka Beats. Fr.
Joe celebrated Mass from the top of a
wagon under partially cloudy skies with a
moderate breeze. Parishioners and visitors
brought lawn chairs, blankets or sat on hay
bales.

The Polka Beats continued to play for
another hour after Mass.
Pumpkins, Holy Spirit Face Masks, and
Treats were available for a free will
offering.
The Raffle Drawing was held at 12:30
PM with Fr. Joe drawing the winning
tickets for the cash prizes.

Great thanks to Chairpersons Grace Chalupsky and Jane Middendorf, along with all
volunteers, for their dedicated efforts to make our changed, but still joy-filled Fall Festival a
wonderful celebration of faith and community!

Kid's Corner
What have you changed since COVID-19? What was the biggest change?
What was a possible good change?

Emma - 5th Grade - SEAS
"Not being able to go on a plane. I am
thankful I can still go to school five days a
week at least for me."
Izzy - 2nd Grade - SEAS
"Wearing masks just about everywhere.
Something good is that we can still go to

Caleb Martinson - Freshman at Tech
"Hardest thing is on-line school. A good
thing is getting food delivered from different
restaurants."

school five days a week."
Note: Izzy and Emma are cousins.

Isabela Shyiak "Covid19 has changed my life by making
my family and me stay together at the
beginning of quarantine and not letting us
go anywhere. The good thing was that I got
to spend time with my family and watch
Church from the comfort of my home."

Sheldon Shyiak
"Covid has forced us to slow down. Since it
forced us to slow down, we have more time
to spend with our families."

Parish Statistics
Baptism
Teagan Irene Bauman - child of Jonathan and Aimee
Melvin Gary Chevalier - child of Thomas and Amy

New Parishioners
Josh and Emily Nikko, Claire
Brian and Kimberly Kasper
Dave and Lucia Shyiak, Kristian, Sheldon, Isabela
Larry and Doris Boser

Deaths
George Torrey
Donald Zins
Sandy Frahm
Terrel Durant
Rita Osgood-Klein

